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Recruiting and Retention 
NCO 

SFC Frank Pitelka 
Station NCOIC 
Marietta, GA 

Phone: (770) 375-6626 
frank.e.pitelka.mil@mail.mil 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE GUARD? 
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History of the National 
Guard 

Established: 13 Dec 1636 

50 States / 4 Territories 
    Guam – Virgin Islands 
           Puerto Rico 
    District of Columbia 

Locally in Our Community 
Citizen / Soldier 

What is the National Guard ? Our Flag is woven from 
The Threads of Patriots 
Just like you…… 
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MISSION OF THE GUARD 

 STATE MISSION 
 HOMELAND SECURITY 
 CIVIL DISTURBANCE 
 NATURAL DISASTER 
 BORDER PATROL 
 COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 SEARCH AND RESCUE 
 STATE EMERGENCIES                                   

FEDERAL MISSION 
COUNTER DRUG TF 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
HUMANITARIAN  EFFORT 
RESERVE FORCE SUPPORT  
ASSIST ACTIVE ARMY 
SECURITY FORCE PROTECTION  

I AM THE GUARD 
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3 Types of People 

•  Those that do not do what is asked of them  
•  Do not care about becoming anything in life….. 

•  Those that do “just” what is asked of them  
•  Comfortable with what they “find” in life…. 

•  Those that do more than is asked of them 
•  Determined to achieve their Goals / Dreams 

•  WHICH TYPE ARE YOU ??? 
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OFFICER CANDIDATES 

•  COLLEGE GRADUATES CAN JOIN AS OFFICER 
CANDIDATES 

•  TRAINING POSITION—FAST-TRACK TO OFFICER 
•  OFFICERS ARE THE “MANAGERS” OF THE MILITARY 

•  OFFICER CANDIDATES: 
•  MEET SAME ENLISTMENT CRITERIA AS ENLISTED SOLDIERS 
•  GO THROUGH BASIC TRAINING 
•  ATTEND OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL INSTEAD OF AIT 
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OCS OPTIONS 

FEDERAL OCS 
 

•  DESIGNED FOR NEW SOLDIERS WITH NO 
EXPERIENCE 

•  10 WEEKS OF BASIC+4 MONTHS OF OCS
+BASIC OFFICER LEADERS COURSE (BOLC)
—AVERAGE OF 12 MONTHS 

•  GET PAID WHILE YOU TRAIN—FULL TIME PAY 
AND BENEFITS 
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OCS OPTIONS 

TRADITIONAL OCS 
 

•  MOST COMMON SOURCE OF NG OFFICERS 

•  GO TO BASIC—COME BACK AND ATTEND 
OCS PART-TIME (ONE WEEKEND A MONTH 
AND 2 WEEKS IN THE SUMMER) 

•  PERFECT FOR SOLDIERS WITH JOBS/
FAMILIES 

•  GET PAID WHILE YOU TRAIN (FT/PT) 
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OCS OPTIONS 

ACCELERATED OCS 
•  FASTEST PATH TO COMMISSIONING 

•  57 DAY RESIDENT COURSE AT FT. 
MCCLELLAN, AL 

•  ATTEND BASIC, COME HOME, ATTEND NEXT 
AVAILABLE AOCS COURSE 

•  HELD TWICE A YEAR (JAN AND JUNE) 
•  GET PAID TO TRAIN (FT/PT) 
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Training 

•  Basic Training:  (10 Weeks) -  (169 Tasks) 
  Fort Jackson – Fort Sill – Fort Leonard Wood – Fort Benning 

 
•  Advanced Individual Training:  6 – 12+ Weeks (Depending on MOS) 

•  RSP – Training:  Pre-Basic Course designed to prepare you for BT/AIT 

•  Annual Training:  2 Weeks each Summer with your Unit 

•  Leadership / Career Training:  Non-Commisioned Officer Schools 

•  Return Home & Rejoin your Family – College – Full-Time Civilian Career 
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Recruit Sustainment Program 

•  RSP - Designed to prepare you for Success in BT/AIT 

•  Physically Ready ( PT Assessment – Program for Success) 

•  Mentally Tough – (What – Where – Why of BT ) 

•  Drill & Ceremony  * Understand the Military Way… 

•  Basic Customs of Military 
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Officer Readiness Program 

•  LIKE THE RSP, FOR OFFICER CANDIDATES!! 

•  PREPARES OCS CANDIDATES FOR OCS 

•  BRIDGES THE KNOWLEDGE GAP FOR NEW 
SOLDIERS 

•  EVALUATES YOUR READINESS AND HELPS YOU 
SELECT THE BEST COURSE FOR YOU 

•  SUBJECTS COVERED INCLUDE LANDNAV, OP 
ORDERS, 8 TROOP LEADING PROCEDURES, 
CUSTOMS AND COURTESIES 
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Army National Guard 
“Contract” 

 
Georgia Army National Guard period of service  
•  8x0  No Inactive time* 
•  6x2  2 yrs Inactive time* 
•  3x5  5 yrs Inactive time  

•  (39 days a Year  -1 Weekend – 2 Weeks Summer) 
•  Full Time Benefits – Part Time Work Schedule - 

*In order to receive full benefits & entitlements 
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BENEFITS 

•  100%MEDICAL( WHILE ATTENDING TRAINING) 

•  100% DENTAL (WHILE ATTENDING TRAINING) 

•  PX/ COMMISARY PRIVILEGES 

•  FREE DRIVERS LICENSES/ LICENSE PLATES 

•  FREE SAT/ ACT TESTING 

•  $400K LIFE INSURANCE 

•  RETIREMENT / VA BENEFITS AFTER 20 YRS OF SERVICE 

•  DISCOUNTS AT RETAIL STORES AND RESTAURANTS 



T E A M S 

. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CONTACT ME: 
 
SFC FRANK PITELKA 
2505 CHASTAIN MEADOWS PARKWAY 
MARIETTA, GA 
770-375-6626 
frank.e.pitelka.mil@mail.mil 


